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TO THE READER. 



The subject of Baptism is one that I have lately been 
induced seriously to reconsider. The questiou whether 
the baptisni enjoined by our Lord was of an outii'ard and 
elementary, or of an inward and spiritual character, being 
one affecting my own individual duty as a professing 
Christian, I felt the impoi-tance of giving the subject a 
ealm, dispassionate, and scriptural examination. This 
investigation has been pursued with a sincere desire 
and earnest prayer, that I might amve at a right conclu- 
sion. The result has been a confirmation of tlie opinion 
I had before held and acted upon, that Christian baptism 
is the baptism of the Spirit, and that our Lord did iiot 
institute water-baptism as an ordinance in His church. 

The course of inquiry tliat has been pursued is set 
f(xrth in the following pages ; and in submitting tliem to the 
Berious attention of mj' friends, I can truly say, that it ia 
only BO far as the sentiments brought fcffward are in strict 
accordance with "the trulli as it is in Jesu*," that I 
venture to ast the divine blessing upon this endeavoin- to 
uphold what appears to me, a correct and scriptural view 
of an important question. 

When I reflect upon the excitement which so generally 
prevails in the professedly Cliristian church, and the spirit 
of inquiry which is abroad, I cannot but regard the lan- 
guage of our Saviour to His disciples as a peculiarly ap- 
propriate watchword at the present time. " Watch and 
pray, that ye enter not iiilo temptation;" for whilst the 




f meek and hmnblL' follower of a once cmcificd, but now 

glorified Redeemer, may, in contcDding for the faitU once 

delivered to the saints, find himself engaged in controversy, 

he will, I believe, on such occasions, if properly impressed 

with the words of his divine Master, "tlie flesh is weak," 

feel the need of increased attention to His emphatic 

injunction, " Watch and pray ;" lest in advocating what he 

believes to be divine truth, and supporting his views by 

I sonnd and scriptural arguments, he should be doing so in 

I an iinchrisliati spirit ; and tliereby be in danger of losing 

[ that distinctive mark of discipleshij), " By this shall all 

I men know that ye are my disciples ; if ye have love one 

' to another." 

May the language of the apostle be continually borne 
n mind, "Though I speak with tlie tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding 
brass, or a tinkling cymbal." — 1 Cor. xiii. 1. (And see 
the w^hole chapter.) 

If, however, we axe, through divine grace, preser\'ed in a 
I truly Christian spirit towards others, — our own minds kept 
I open to conviction, — and in a meek, teachable disposition, 
1 can humbly tnist that the great Head of the chiu-ch will 
be pleased to overrule the trials aud commotions which at 
present agitate tlie Christian church, to the i'urtherance 
of His own gracious designs, aiid that He will make " all 
things work together for good to them tbatlovc God," The 
cause of gospel truth is His own, and He alone has power 
effectually to carry it forward; and however He may see 
I meet to make use of instnunental means, may all be pre- 
pared i'eelingly to acknowledge, that to Him alone be- 
I longetb all the praise and all the glory. 

ROBERT JOWITT. 
Leeds, 1837. 



THOUGHTS 



WA'l'EE-BAPTISM. 



" And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying. All power is 
given unlo me in heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
andofthe Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to ob- 
serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you ; and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.' 
—Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 90. 

Did our Lord Jesus Christ, in the above commissioit 
given to his disciples, institute Water-Baptism as an ordi- 
nance of perjietual obligation in his Church ? 

It is generally admitted that baptism with water was 
administered on receiving proselytes to the Jewish faith ; 
and its being so seems in accordance with the divera 
washings and purifications under the Mosaic Law- 

We learn, also, that John the Baptist was directed to 
use it, when he came as the foreninner of Him, who was 
about to introduce a more spiritual and a lasting dispen- 
sation, in the place of one, which, allhough ordained by 
God, and in His infinite wisdom designed to last for a. 
time, was yet of a temporary and more outward charac- 
ter ; and was about to pass away, when He, whom John 
pointed out as " The Lamb of God which taketh away the 
sin of the world," aud who was himself Ihe antitype of 
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the Taiions sacrificial observances of the Jewish ritual, had 

been made manifest to Israel. As thiiB used by John, 

water-baptism may be further regarded as a lively 

or sign of that cleansing of the floor of the heart, 

which the spiritual baptism that was to succeed it would 

effect. 

We find from Matthew iii. 13, 14, IS, that when Jesus 
came imto John to be baptized of him, " J olm forbade Him, 
saying, I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest 
Thou to nie ? And Jesus answering, said unto him, Suffer 
it to be so now, for thus it hecometh us to fulfil aU 
righteousness; then he suffered Him." It is also probable 
that the early followers of Jesus were similarly baptized, 
as it is said, speaking of John, " Then went out to him 
Jerusalem and all Judea, and were baptized of him, con- 
fessing their sins." If the disciples had themselves been 
baptized by John, on accepting his message ; seeing that 
baptism was eo much in use among the Jews as an 
initiatory or emblematic rite, we need not be at a loss 
to account for their adopting the practice, when spreading 
the knowledge of Him, whom they believed to be the 
promised Messiah, but we are not bound to conclude 
by their adoption of this practice, that it had been en- 
joined upon them to do so by their Divine Master as an 
institution of his religion ; we further find that they did 
adopt it, before the supposed injunction was given. 

Wliilst the other three evangelists are altogether silent 
on the subject, John, in the third and fourth chap- 
ters of his gospel, informs us of the circumstance. In the 
former of these chapters, he speaks of it in a manner that 
would lead to the conclusion that our Lord had himself 
administered the rite ; yet on again mentioning the sub- 
ject in the fourth chapter, as if to prevent such a suppo- 
sition, he expressly says, "Though Jesus A(>nse//' bap- 
tized not, but his disciples," which must be received as an 



I 



^^H expla] 
^H Thou| 
I that J 



explanation of what he liad before said on tho subject. 
Though from this relation of the evangelist, we may infer 
that Jesus was with his disciples when they baptized ; yet 
taking it in connexion with other circumBtances, particu- 
larly tliat of .John's baptism, I cannot regard this as con- 
stituting an ordinance by our Lord, or as the establishment 
by Hint of a rite obligatory upon His followers under the 
gospel dispensation. We must remember that our Saviour, 
who, on assumingournature, came of the seed of Abraham, 
of the tribe of Judah, and who was made imder the law, sub- 
mitted not only to the baptism of John, but to the rites 
and ceremouies of the Mosaic dispensation; and further, 
that from various circumstances, and especially from his par- 
taking, with his disciples, of the Paschal supper, a Jewish 
ordinance, the night before he suffered, it is evident that 
the dispensation enjoining these outward observances was 
not terminated until, on the cross, oiur Saviour declared 
" It is finished, and he bowed his head and gave up tlie 
Ghost ;" and " the veil of the temple was rent in twain, from 
the top to the bottom." The previous language of our Sa- 
vioiu- is a confirmation of this view, when He said, " Think 
not that I am come to destroy the law or the prophets : I 
am not come to destroy, but iofiitfil, for verily, I say unto 
you, 'till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall 
in no wise pass from the law 'till all he fulfilled.''^ Matt. 
V. 17, 18. Under these circumstances I think we are not 
warranted, from the adoption of any ceremonial observ- 
ances by the disciples of our Lord, during His personal 
ministry, and during the continuance of the legal dispen- 
sation, to draw the inference that they were authoritatively 
introduced into the gospel system. 

On John's entering on his ministry, it is remarkable how 
careful he was to keep in view the essential distinction 
between his baptism, and the one that Jesus Christ would 
administer; a distinction explicitly stated by each of the 
four evangelists. 



" I indeed baptize you with water unto repentauce, 
bat He that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose I 
shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire." — Matt. iii. II. 

" I indeed have baptized yon with water, but He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost." — Mark i, 8. 

" John answered, saying unto them all, ' I indeed bap- 
tize you with water, bnt Oiie mightier than 1 cometh, the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: He 
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire ; 
whose fan is in his hand, and He will thoroughly purge 
his floor,'" &c. — Luke iii. 16, 17. 

" .\nd I knew Hira not : but He that sent me to baptize 
with WATER, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou 
shall see the Spirit descending and remaining on Him, 
the same is he which haplizeik with the Holy Ghost," 
John i. 33, Hoiv appropriate in this view is the declara- 
tion of Jolm the Baptist, " He must increase, but 1 must 
decrease,"* — ^John iii. 30. 

The consideration naturally arises, whether in the course 
of his personal ministry, before his crucifixion, either in 
his numerous pubHc exhortations, <h: in his more private 
discourses, our Saviour said any thing that must neces- 
sarily, or that can fairly be understood to enjoin baptism 
with water ? 1 think he did not : — -his language to the 
sons of Zebedee, " Are ye able to drink of the cup that I 
shall drink of, and to be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with ? — Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and 
be baptized with the baptism that 1 am baptized with," &c., 
(Matt. XX. 22, 23,) cannot be understood to refer to water; 
□either can his declaration in Luke xii. 50 ; " But 1 have 



■ It is wortliy Dfremnrk that although neither of IheEvangelistaLuke 

ir John mentions the comDiisaion of the Saviour f;iveu in Matt, xsviii., 

e former quotes as amongst the last words of oar iiOrd tile dialirit 

whith he drew between water-baptism and His own hy Ihe Hulj 

CJl03l. 



a baptism to be baptized with, and liow am I straitened 
till it be accomplished," have any reference to elementary 
water. Nor do we find when our Lord sent out His twelve 
disciples, to preach the kingdom of God, or afterwards, 
when He sent out " other seventy" (Luke ix and x,), that 
either He gave them any commission to use water-baptism, 
or that they did use it. 

Aiier our Lord's resurrection, in one of the last inter- 
views with his disciples, He mai^ka the distinction which 
John had so much dwelt upon, betwixt the baptisms 
which they should respectively admiinster. After having 
" commanded them [his apostles] that they should not 
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the 
Father, which saith He, ye have heard of me," He adds, 
" For John truly baptized wiili water, bet ye shall be bap- 
tized with the Holy Ghost, not many days hence," Acts i. 
4, 5. And it would appear to be on the same memorable 
occasion, that He gave the commission, " Go ye, there- 
fore, teach all nations, &c." If after pointing out the es- 
sential distinction between his baptism and that of his 
forerunner, our Lord had designed to institute a perpe- 
tual ordinance in his church, may we not believe He would 
have clearly shown that the external rite used by John, 
w&STUtt to be superseded by that spiritual baptism of which 
He then spake to his disciples, and of which John had 
also plainly spoken ? Would He not have clearly laid down 
the requisite circumstantials of the rite, and have made 
the method in which it was to be practised as plain as 
those instructions were, which were given to Moses for 
the direction of the children of Israel ? and the more espe- 
cially, when we bear in mind, that the dispensation which 
was about to be introduced was to do away with one 
abounding in outward observances ? But as no such expla- 
nation was giien, may we not understand the command 
to "teach, baptizing" as having reference to that living 
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foilh which Christ would enable his apostles to produce, 
when, preaching " in demonstration of the spirit and of 
povrer," and proclaiming the glad tidings of the gospel 
of Christ; He, the great Head of tlic church would be 
with tliem, and accompany the word spoken with the 
quickening efficacy of his spirit, — the hard heart would 
be broken, the sinner melted into penitence towards God, 
and being enabled to lay hold of faith in Christ, he made 
a partaker of the abiding influence of the Holy Ghost, and 
when the preacher would thus be really enabled to " teach, 
baptizing," " in [or into] the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." 

It has been alleged that the apostles could not of them- 
selves baptize with the Holy Ghost, that this was the 
prerogative of Christ alone. This is readily admitted; 
but neither could Uiey of themselees work miracles, or, 
which was a part of the command in question, " teach all 
nations," in the generally received sense of the word 
" teach" in this place, that is, make disciples or Christiana 
of them. But He who gave the command coidd, without 
doubt, make those whom He commissioned to preach 
the gospel, instrumental to the conversion of their hearers, 
and thus enable them to " teach, baptizing." For let us 
never forget, that our Lord introduced the command in 
question by the declaration, "All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth ;" and, knowing the entire inabihty 
of the apostles without his assistance to keep the com- 
mand. He graciously adds the assurance, " Lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world." 

What a notable instance does the case of Coinelius, as 
related in the tenth chapter of the Acts, afibrd of the man- 
ner in which the apostles were, and may we not venture 
to add all true ministers of the gospel according to their 
measure, may be, made instnlmental in administering the 
baptism of the Holy Ghost. Commissioned from on high. 
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Peter preaches " Peace by Jesus Christ;" and while he 
yet spake, the Holy Spirit fell on them which heard the 
word : " As I began to speak," {is the language of Peter, 
Acta xi. 15, 16;) "the Holy Ghost fell on them, as oh 
us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of 
the Lord, how that He said, John indeed baptized with 
water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost." 
How clearly was Ananias instrumental in conferring the 
Holy Ghost upon Saul, Acts ix. 17; and the apostle him- 
self afterwards was similarly employed in the case of the 
twelve Ephesians, Acts xis. 6. Of similar import are his 
words on another occasion " In Christ Jesus I have be- 
gotten you through the gospel." 1 Cor. iv. 15. 

Those who take a different view of this subject think they 
aresupportedinitby the prnt/ife of the apostles, on which 
they lay great stress, and from which they infer that the 
apostles imderatood our Lord to institute water-baptism 
as a standing ordinance in his church. There is no doubt 
that in some cases they did administer a baptism with 
water, after as well as whilst He was with them. But 
the question is whether this practice estabhshes a divine 
institution or is only to be considered on their part as the 
adoption of a customary rite of initiation. Jesus himself, 
we are told, did not baptize ; and there is no reason to 
beheie that any of the first twelve apostles were admitted 
into fellowship with their divine Master by this rite. 
Had it been that essential institution which many Chris- 
tians esteem it, is it probable either that our Lord would 
have abstained from the administration of it; or that his 
apostles would have been sent forth to administer it, with- 
out having themselves been thereby introduced into the 
Christian covenant ? I think not. It certainly howevei 
does deserve our serious consideration whether they who 
had been the companions of our Lord, and vvho were so 
largely endued with divine gifts from Him could be likely 
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lo adopt any practice which was not clearly eojoined by 
Him; x>i whether they would be in any degree under the 
influence of tlieir Jewish attachments, and not see the 
full extent of the liberty and spirituality of the Christian 
dispensation. 

Whilst I fully believe in the divine authority of the 
Holy Scriptures and the inspiration of the apostles, it is, 
I think, evident from the Scriptures themselves, that the 
apostles, highly gifted as they were, and with all their pri- 
vileges and advantages, were, for a long time, to a great 
degree, imder the influence of those views of religion in 
which tJiey had, as Jews, been brought up, and were slow 
in fully appreciating the spirituality of the Christian doc 
trine, and the extent of its application. This need not 
surprise us, when we recollect thai the ceremonial observ- 
ances of the Jewish ritual, as well as its moral enact- 
ments, were appointed by God himself; and, in propor- 
tion as they had reverenced and faithfully observed them, 
they would be reluctant to lay aside their use. 

The personal mission of our blessed Redeemer was pri- 
marily, and almost exclusively, to the Jews; and it appears 
that, for about eight years after his ascension, the gospel- 
labours of the a]iostles were very much confined to that 
people- It was about this time, that Cornelius was con- 
verted to the Christian faith; and we find, that then 
Peter required a vision to enable him to overcome his pre- 
judices, and to convince him, that the gospel was to be 
preached to the Gentiles, although he had himself received 
the command from the lips of his divine Master, " Go 
ye, therefore, teach .\ll n.\tions;" and, when he came to 
Cornelius, his language was, " Ye tnow how that it is au 
unlawfiil thing for a man, that is a Jew, to keep company 
or come unto one of another nation, but God hath showed 
me, that I should not call any man common or unclean," 
Acts X. 28. .\nd, as has been before mentioned, when 



called to account by the apostles and brethren, for go- 
ing in to men imcircuincised, and eating with them, he, 
with particular reference to the extraordinarj' effect of his 
" teaching" upon his hearers, takes care to point out the 
difference betwixt the baptism of John and spiritual bap- 
tism : " As I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on 
them as on us at the beginning — then remembered I the 
word of the Lord, how that He said — John, indeed, bap- 
tized with water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy 
Ghost." — Acts xi. 15, 16. 

From the lifteentli chapter of tlie Acts, we find, that 
about ten years after this, in the year 51, about eighteen 
years after the crucifixion, " Certain men, which came 
down from Judea, [to Antiocb,] taught the brethren, and 
said, Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, 
ye cannot be saved." These, no doubt, were Christian 
teachers, othfirwise it would not have been thought need- 
ful, and that after " no small dissension and disputation 
with them," to send Paul and Barnabas and certain other 
of them to Jeru.salem, for the settlement of this question. 
It was not until after " much disputing" in a council of the 
apostles, and elders, and brethren, that this question was 
settled. The result of the deliberation upon it was con- 
veyed in letters sent by I'aid and Uamabas, and other 
chosen men, to the brethren, which were of the Gentiles, 
in Antioch, and Syria, and Cilicia, in this language, " It 
seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burden than these necessary things, that ye 
abstain from meat offered to idols, ajiAfrom blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornication, from which, 
if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well :"* 
thus setting at rest the question about circumcision, but 

■ DoubUess in the inrant state of the church this couniel wbb of the 
Lord j and yet we find that two of the things fortiiddeD, are not now con- 
aiilereil unlawful for Christians. 




giving no inlimation, that nvliilst one initiatory rile wasi 
to be disc on tinned amongst the Gentiles, another of Am 
similarly outward chaiacter, (that of water-baptism,] wasl 
to be retained or establislied anew. In Galatiana ii, w6 I 
read, that Paul withstood Peter, for compelling the Gen-, I 
tiles to live as do the Jews; and, from Acts xv. 35, it I 
would appear that this was subsequent to the before- I 
mentioned council, at which Peter had been present, and 1 
taken a prominent part. We also learn from the neart | 
chapter of the Acts, the sixteenth, that Paul so (ar ac- 
commodated his conduct to the attachment of tlie Jews to 1 
the ritual of the law, as to circumcise Timothy ; although, J 
subsequently, he mrole to the Galatians: " If ye be cir^ J 
cumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing;" " forueith^ | 
circumcision nor uncircumcision availeth any thing, but » ■ 
new creature."— Chapter V, And, in Actsxviii. 18, i 
stated that Paul had shorn his head in Cenchrea ; for he 
had a vow. 

In the year 60, or about twenty-eight years after the 
ascension of our Lord, we aie infonned, in Acts xxi. 17, 
&c., tliat Paul went up to Jerusalem, unto James, all the 
eldei-s being present, and after he had saluted them, and 
occasioned them to glorify God, by an accoimt of what 
things God had wTought among the Gentiles by his minis- 
try, they said unto him, " Thou seest, brother, how many 
thaitgands of Jews there are which believe, and tliey are 
all zealous of the law : and they are informed of thee that 

I thou teachest all the Jews which are among the Gentiles, 
io forsake Moses, saying, that they ouffhf not to circumcise 
their children, neither to walk after the customs," Bui 
this was an insinuation, which it is evident James and the 
other elders did not believe, for they tell Paul of four men, 

' who had a vow upon them, and recommend him to unite 
with these men in certain Mosaic ceremonies, in order 

' that " all may know, that those things whereof they were 
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informed concerning thee are Holhinif, but that thou thy- 
self walkest orderly and keepest ike law;" and Paul did 
as they advised him; thereby giving a contradiction to the 
report, that he had called the Jewisli tonverls from the 
observance of the Mosaic ritual, as before stated. 

From a consideration of these various particulars, with 
regard to the conduct of the primitive church in the time 
of the apostles, I am brought to the conclusion, that how- 
ever the authority of the legal dispensation ceased with 
the offering on the cross of the one great propitiatory Sa- 
crifice, yet, that in the inscrutable counsel of Him, who is 
perfect in wisdom, it was permitted, that the change from 
one dispensation to the other, should, in regard lo outward 
matters at least, take place gradually, not suddenly. These 
different circumstances are here brought forward, not in 
order tliat we may sit in judgment upon, or presume to 
censure the cbnducl of the apostles, or with a wish in the 
slightest degree to lessen our reference for, or weaken our 
attachment to, their authority as inspired teaehers of the 
blessed gospel, but simply to show, that, under the pecu- 
liar circumstances of their situation, their practice of cer- 
tain things is not, of itself, to be regarded as an authority 
to which Christians, in after ages, are bound to yield obe- 
dience. 

With such abundant evidence before us, that the apos- 
tles themselves long retained a strong attachment to the 
outward observances in which they had been educated, 
and that many, if not all, the proselytes from Judaism to 
Christianity continued, to a considerable extent, to prac- 
tise the ceremonials of the Jewish law, after that law had 
been abrogated by tlie introduction of a more spiritual and 
glorious dispensation ; need we be surprised at their con- 
tinning in some cases also to use water-baptism, as an 
imlialory rite, in the case of new converts ; seeing it had 
been so copiously adminislered by John the Baptist, who 



was declared to be "more than a prophet," even though 
it had not been ordained by our Lord as of perpetual obli- 
gation under the gospel dispcnsatiou. 

But, whilst these considerations apjiear to me strongly 
to favour the views of those wlio regard Christian baptii 
as being wholly spiritual, it may be thought they are not 
positive evidence that it was only on the groiuids above 
referred to that water-baptism was made use of. 

Let us inquire what Paul says, who was emphatically the 
apostle of the Gentiles. In the firstchapterofthe first Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians, we read, that Paul, having learnt that 
the Corinthian believers were getting into parties, saj'in^ 
" I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I 
of Christ," reproved them for it, and queries, " Was Paid 
crucified for you, or were yc baptized in the name of Paul ?" 
(the baptism here referred to was, no doubt, that with 
water) ; and then says, " I thank God, I baptized none of 
you, but," mentioning a few by name, " lest any should 
say, that I baptized in mine own name ;" but he does ncrt 
give thanks that he had preached so little unto tliem, lest, 
when he preached Christ imto them, they should have un- 
derstood him to have preached himself. If the baptism, 
_ioined with teaching, in our text, were that of water, would 
not Paul's language be equivalent to rejoicing, that, in so 
few cases, he had fulfilled his Lord's commission ; a sen- 
timent we are by no means at liberty to entertain respect- 
ng so highly gifted and eminently favoured an apostle. 
But, after this negative declaration, Paul goes on to 
I assign a reason for his conduct in so generally omitting to 
f baptize, (with water) ; " For Christ sent me not to bap- 
\ tize, but to preach the gospel;" such is the plain, 
1 and, (as it appears to me,] unequivocal language of one, 
' who was uot a whit behind the chiefest of the apostles. 
' Our Lord after having, in the same iuteniew with his dis- 
ciples, pointed out the distinction betivixt John's baptism 
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with watev, and his own with the Holy Ghost, ga*X' the 
short, simple command, "Go ye, therefore, teach [or 
make disciples of] all nations, baptizing them in [into] 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost," and yet here we find one of the most eminent of 
his apostles expressly says, " Christ sent me not to bap- 
tize," (referring, no doubt, to water-baptism.) If Paul had 
not received such a commission, who had ? It seems to 
me impossible to reconcile the command of our Saviour 
with the declaration of his inspired apostle, i^ water-bap- 
tism was enjoined; unless we consider the injunction to 
baptize as given exclusively to those apostles to whom the 
words were spoken; which those who differ from me on 
this subject will not, I presume, be willing to admit. I 
cannot but regard the injunction of our Lord, as equally 
obligatory upon his servant Paul, as upon the other apos- 
tles; and that in executing his Lord's commission "to 
preach the gospel," he fulfilled the whole command to go 
" teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," Through 
that demonstration of the Spirit and of Power which at- 
tended his preaching, he was doubtless made the instru- 
ment of introducing men into the church, even into fel- 
lowship with the Father and the Son, through the Holy 
Spirit, and thus to " teach, baptizing." 

Some attempt to explain Paul's language, by saying, 
that he meant, he was vot specially Beat to h3.ptize; but , 
this plea is, I think, quite inadmissible; for he does not 
himself say any thing of the kind, and it is completely to 
beg the question. It was, obviously, very important that 
he should not in any way mislead the Corinthian believers, 
or give them any reason to doubt Ms having received a 
full qualification for the important service to which he had, 
in so remarkable a manner, been called, which could hardly 
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liave failed to lie the case, had he told them he had noi 1 
received a. commission to perfonn one essential part of 1 
our Lord's command to his apostles, and that a part which T 
had especial reference to the receiving new converts into i 
the Christian church. 

Whilst fully prepared to admit that the silence of onel 
of the sacred writers on any particular subject, ought notT 
in any degree to invalidate what another has said on the 
Game subject, it is notwithstanding worthy of remark, 
that whilst many of the canonical epistles are entirely 
silent on this subject, others alludo to it only in an in- | 
direct manner, and none speak of it as a binding ordinance I 
of perpetual ohligation. The apostle Paul, in giving I 
special instructions to Timothy and Titus respecting the i 
churches under tiicir care, does nut even hint at water- I 
baptism, neither does he give any instructions about bap- I 
tizing, in his epistles to the believers at Rome, Corinth, 
Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colosse, or Thessalonica. In J 
hia epistle to the Hebrews, one great object seems to have | 
been to prove that all ceremonial worship was at an end; 
that all types were fulfilled in Christ the antitype. If I 
whilst the types of the Mosaic dispensation were done \ 
away in Christ, a now outward ordinance had been 
up as a part of the religion of Jesus, would not the apostle i 
under such cu'cumstances have not only expressly men- 
tioned it, but been very particular in his instructions J 
respecting it, and yet in his epistle of thirteen chapters we I 
find not one word on the subject, except that in chap. vi. 

I a, he simply mentions " The doctrine of Baptisms." 
Adverting to the very precise instructions given by j 
God to Moses, in regard to the nmnerous typical and I 
ceremonial enactments of the Jewish law, and the fair 
presumption grounded thereon, that if our Lord had i 
tended to institute an outward rile in his church, Ids 



19 

directions as to the mode of administering it, would have 
heen very plain and definite; and more especially when 
we bear in mind that the gospel dispensation was to do 
away with one abounding in outward observances, it 
appears to me, that those who are of opinion that the 
command in Matt, xxviii. was designed to institute or 
continue water-bap tisni, as a Christian ordinance, must 
admit that so much of pailicular instruction as our Lord 
was pleased to give, must be strictly binding, — ^bearing 
in mind tliat the rite in itself is inefficacious.* We find then 
the language " baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost" a part of the 
command of our Lord; was tliis part of the command 
duly observed ? I am ready to admit, that the advocates 
for H'ater-baptism might with some reason have assumed 
that those so likely rightly to luiderstand the language of 
Christ as his apostles were, would doubtless perform 
the ceremony in the way prescribed, had no notice been 
taken by the inspired penman of the manner of its being 
performed ; but this is far from being the case. Have we 
then ANY account of tlie rite being administered, in which 
the form of words prescribed was used ? Noiie. Have 
we an account of another form of words being used .' So 
far as we may judge of the form from the narration of the 
circumstances, we have several — viz. Acts ii. 38, Peter 
says " Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ." Chap. viii. 16, Lidce, speaJdng 
of the converts of Samaria, says, " Only they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus." Chap. x. 48, Peter " com- 
manded them [Cornelius, &c.] to be baptized in the 



■ 1 have not before adverted to the inaffieac/ of the rite in itself, 
conceiving, that had it been enjoined in clear, definite, and uneqilivoCBl 
language, it wouti] not become us to enter upon such a consideration ; but 
BB the case now etatids, an inquiry into its agreement, or ntherwiae with 
the nature and design of Christianity, does seem not only allowable but 
neciil'ul in our search alter truth. 





? of the Lord." Chap. xix. 5, (at Ephesus) " when 
' heard this they were bapUzed in the name of the 
Lord Jesus." Thus, so far as we are informed, we see 
that baptism with water was not performed in the maimer 
, prescribed by our Lord, respecting the baptism which He 
I commanded to "be used ; and is not this circumstance 
I alone sufficient to make us doubt whether the water- 
baptism administered by the apostles was in pursuance 
of the command of our Loixi; for I cannot perceive any 
reason why tlie apostles should, so far as appears, always 
Lave departed from tlie form of words prescribed, if an 
outward rite was really instituted by our Saviour. 

Whilst, as I have before remarked, some of the apostles 
did occasionally baptize witli water, on receiving converts 
either firom Judaism or Heathenism (there being, as then 
stated, no account of any of the apostles themselves, except 
Paul, receiving any water-baptism, besides that of John,) 
we find in several of the Epistles a baptism spoken of that 
cannot, I think, be understood of water, as " Know ye not 
that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ, were 
baptized into his death, therefore we are buried with him ' 
by baptism into death." — Rom. vi. 3, 4. " For by one 
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be 
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free, and have 
I been all made to drink into one Spirit." — 1. Cor. xii. 13. 
I " For as many of you as have been baptised into Christ, 
tave put on Christ." — Gal. iii. 27. " There is one body 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptism." — Eph. iv. 4, 5. 
To the Colossiana the apostle writes " Beware lest any 
man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the rudiments [or as in tlie 
margin, the elements] of the world, and not after Christ ;" 
and then adds, " in whom also ye are circumcised with 
the circimicision made icithoiit hands, in putting off the 



body of the sine of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ ; 
buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen 
' with bim, through the faith of the operation of God who 

bath raised him from the dead." — Col. ii. 8, 11, 12. 

Whilst in the early part of the apostle Peter's ministry, 
we have Several instances recorded of his using, or direct- 
ing the use of water-baptism, we find in the latter part of 
his Christian course, in his General Epistle (written about 
twenty-seven yeai-s after om- Lord's crucifixion,) that he 
clearly points out what is not, and what is, the baptism 
which now saves : " The like figure whereunto [antitype 
whereof] doth also now save us {not the putting away of 
the filth of the flesh, Ifut the answer of a good conscience 
towards God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ;" 1 Pet. 
iii. 21. How strongly does this language set forth the 
samnff efficacy of Christian baptism ; which I apprehend, 
few of its advocates will claim for water-baptism. 

On considering this part of the subject, what is related 
in the Acts concerning Simon claims particular attention, 
in connexion with the declaration of our Lord, " He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved?' — Mark xvi. 16. 
Luke, the inspired historian of the Acts of the Apostles, 
tells us in chap. viii. that " Simon himself te/ie?erf and was 
baptized." Was lie thereby saved ? Did he experience the 
saving efficacy, the regenerating influence of Christian bap- 
tism f had he by this baptism with water "put on Christ?" 
We are not informed what was his Jinal state, but we are 
not left in any doubt as to his state, when Peter said unto 

I him, "Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast 
thought that the gift of G od may be piu'chased with money. 
Thou has neither part nor lot in this matter : for thy heart 
Lb not right in the sight of God. Repent therefore of this 
thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of 
thine heart may be forgiven thee. For I perceive that thou 
art in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity." 
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From which we clearly see that Simon had ntitlicr i 
ceived the saving faith nor the saviog baptism of whiclfe 
our Lord had spoten, although he had professed a belied 
in Jeans Chiist, and had been haptized with water. 

After giring the various circnmstances thus bioughn 
under review respecting wliat our Lord himself did Bnik 
said on this important subject, and the conduct of thr 
apostles in the Primitive Churches, a fuU. and dehberate, 
and as far as I have been able, a candid and dispassionate 
consideration, 1 am brought to these conclusions : — that 
tlie circumstances attending the performance of the cere* 
mony of water-baptism by such of the apostles as di^ 
administer it, do not appear to have been in accordanc* 
with the directions of their divine Master, if water-baptisi 
was what he commanded ; that their using water maj 
be accoimted for on other grounds ; that the practice c 
the apostles imder their pecuUar circumstances, cannc4 
with propriety be brought forward as evidence, or harm 
the authority of, a divine command, as it is unquestionable^ 
that they continued much attached to, and in the practice 
of, legal rites and ceremonies, long after the abrogation o 
the dispensation of which they had formed a part ; buU 
which practice in the latter case is not pleaded, as authtwa 
rising the continuance of the Mosaic ritual ; and lastly J 
that our Lord did fiat design that water-baptism should^ 
be an ordinance of perpetual and universal obligation in 1 
His church, but that Christian baptism is simply and I 
essentially spiritual. 



I am much confirmed and strengthened in this viewj 
of the subject, by a consideration of the nature and cha-l 
ractor of the two dispensations, — that which was tenni-^ 
nated, and that which was introduced by the coming i 
the flesh, the death, the resurrection and ascension of outM 
Holy Redeemer. The fonucr enjoined many ceremoniall 
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observances, aJid abounded in tjpes and figures, pointing 
to the coming and offices of the Messiah, who was himself 
the great Antitype, who fulfilled by a perfect obedience 
the requirements of the law, and then abrogated the cere- 
monial part of it, a system regulating minutely the outward 
conduct, and largely holding out the promises of temporal 
blessings, as inducements for obedience to its laws. 

How different are the features of the Gospel dispensation'. 
Great and essential trutiis were proclaimed and general 
principles laid down, and so far as we are fumislied by 
tJie sacred historians with the means of formiug a judg- 
ment, it would appear to have been the design of the 
great and infinitely wise Founder of Christianity, to leave 
the doctrines which he had taught, gradually to work 
out their legitimate results, imder the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, which He graciously promised to believers ; 
without Himself giving those specific directions in regard 
to outward acts so conspicuous in the Jewish Law. The 
whole scope of scripture testimony is to the effect, that 
the rebgion of Jesus is of an inward and spiritual cha- 
racter. The heart being the seat of the moral disease, 
there, through the Holy Spirit, is to be applied the remedy; 
the heart is to be renewed — the man is to be bom again. 
How striking is the language of Paul to the Romans — 
" For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ; neither is 
that circumcision which is outward in the flesh ; but he is a 
Jew which is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that of the 
heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God."— Chap. ii. 28, 29. 

Whilst the law given by Moses was for the government 

and benefit of a particular family, whom the Lord had 

chosen from amongst tlie children of men, and was of a 

temporary character, the Gospel promulgated by our 

Saviour and his apostles was for the whole race 

mankind, under every lariety of circumstance and 
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situation, and was designed to spread its benign, saving 
influence, wider and wider, until the arrival of that dayi 

The earth shall be full of the knowledge of th^fl 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea." — Isa. xi, 9, and wheal 
" the liingdoms of this world are become the kmgdoms of« 
our Lord and of his Christ." — ^Rev. xi. 15, 

That in sucli a system, a rite, purely of an outward 1 
nature, and confessedly, according to the judgment of most J 
Protestants, in itself inefficaeious, should find a placej.l 
might well excite our siuprise ; and nothing less than its I 
being enjoined by a divine authority in a very clear andfl 
circumstantial manner would appear to afford a sufficient J 
Banction for such a striking exception to the general scope I 
of Christianity. 

How ftdl is the testimony of John the Baptist to the 4 
spiritual character of the gospel dispensation, " And now I 
the axe is laid unto the root of the trees : therefore every I 
tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, is hewn dowit I 
and cast into the fire. — I indeed baptize you with water I 
unto repentance ; but He that cometh after me is mightier J 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear : He shall "j 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire, whose fan 1 
is in his hand, and He will thoroughly purge his floor, an<) J 
gather his wheat into the gamer, biit He will bum up the j 
chaff with unquenchable fire,"— Matt. iii. 10, 11, 12. 

Here is a baptism essential to us all — the baptism with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire. — Whatever may be our 
views as to water-baptism, let us ever bear in remembrance 
the emphatic language of the apostle, " Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but of his mercy He -. 
saved us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of 1 
the Holy Ghost." 



t, Sherbnuni lane. 




